
PROJECT CHALLENGES
NetApp faced significant challenges in managing 
their energy consumption effectively. With 
monthly energy costs exceeding $800,000, 
accurate billing and forecasting utility loads 
became critical. The existing systems needed 
more visibility into energy usage patterns, leading 
to potential billing errors and inefficiencies. 
Additionally, precise monitoring of natural gas 
and electricity consumption was essential to 
minimize energy expenses while maintaining 
operational reliability across their multibuilding 
campus.

OVERVIEW
NetApp is a global leader in data 
management and storage 
solutions, specializing in 
technologies that simplify and 
consolidate data infrastructures. 
Their offerings enable 
organizations to securely store and 
manage data across various 
environments, enhancing 
performance and reliability. In 
partnership with Applied Power 
Technologies (APT), NetApp sought 
to optimize their energy 
management systems at their 
corporate headquarters in 
Sunnyvale, California, focusing on 
improving cost efficiency and 
operational reliability.
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ABOUT APT
APT delivers comprehensive energy management solutions, combining advanced power metering, expert integration, 
and financial analysis to enable businesses facing high energy costs and reliability challenges to optimize their energy 
spend, reduce expenses, and make fact-based financial decisions about their operations. Our vendor-neutral 
approach and unique RECIPE software platform drive operational cost savings, increase uptime reliability, and enable 
sustainability and preventative maintenance programs to be backed with fact-based data.

RESULTS
The implementation of APT's solutions solved the challenges NetApp had while also allowing NetApp 
to scale with the system over time in analytics and geographic footprint. The following was achieved 
through the collaboration with APT:

▪ Cost Verification and Savings: The shadow billing process quickly identified discrepancies, 
resulting in immediate cost savings exceeding the system's initial investment.

▪ Visibility: NetApp gained comprehensive insights into its energy consumption patterns now 
and in the future, allowing for proactive decision-making regarding energy use and 
management.

▪ Uptime Improvements: The advanced monitoring capabilities ensured that any power quality 
events were promptly addressed, minimizing disruptions to operations.

▪ Data Insight for Sustainability: NetApp could better align its energy usage with its ESG 
(Environmental, Social, Governance) objectives.

THE APT SOLUTION
APT implemented a comprehensive Electrical Power Monitoring System (EPMS) tailored to NetApp's 
specific needs. This included:

• Submetering: 100+ advanced meters installed at 
Sunnyvale campus monitor energy consumption, quality, 
and costs at each building.

• Forecasting Engine: APT's EPMS solution allowed NetApp 
to forecast utility loads, plan energy needs, and manage 
costs effectively.

• Shadow Billing: APT used EPMS to validate utility bills 
against consumption data, proactively identifying and 
rectifying billing errors.

• Operational Notifications: Configured user-definable 
events and alarms for critical loads. Operational 
personnel receive notifications via dashboard, automated 
emails, and text messages.
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